March 2, 2022

MORE THAN A CENTURY OF COVERAGE

VOL. 106 | NO. 78

Franks named 2022 Miss Black EIU

Story By Katja Benz, photo by Rob Le Cates
Past Miss Black EIU winners returned for the 50th anniversary
Saturday night to watch sophomore Jaedah Franks be crowned
as the 2022 Miss Black EIU.
Franks, a sophomore biology major, was crowned Miss Black
EIU. Franks described how winning the pageant made her
speechless.
“As you can probably see, I did not expect that,” Franks said.
“But in these three months, myself and these other young ladies
worked so hard on putting on a show for everyone, and we had to
do a great show above and beyond because we did not have Miss
Black EIU 2021 due to COVID. So we had to do our best and of
course put our best foot forward for the 50th anniversary.”
Mikayla Sanford, 2020 Miss Black EIU and 2021 Eastern graduate, came to crown Franks. Sanford said it felt incredible to
crown Franks.

“It was honestly very amazing,” Sanford said. “It’s something
I’ve been looking forward to for so long because of COVID. And
so in 2021 we couldn’t have a pageant. So I was always so excited to be a part of this experience and get to bring other girls and
talk to them, watch them grow. I was so happy. It was very surreal.”
Tiffany Alderidge, mother of Franks, was in the audience anticipating the crowning of Miss Black EIU. Alderidge thinks that
this type of pageant helps show diversity in the Black community.
“I think it’s a wonderful empowerment because it shows how
diverse we are,” said Alderidge. “It shows how intelligent we are,
and it really gives our young black women an opportunity to
show that magic audience Black girl magic.”
(Continued on page 3.)
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Left, Faith Johnson, a junior business management major, and right, Brianna Hull-Dennis, a junior political science major, congratulate, middle, Jaedah Franks, a sophomore biological sciences major, on becoming Miss Black EIU 2022 on Feb. 26.

» JUMP

CONTINUED FRoM PAGE 1
Brian Franks, Franks’ father, said
“I don’t know if I’ve ever been any
more proud in my life,” when describing how it felt to watch his daughter
win.
There were judges for the event,
one of whom was 2018 Miss Black
EIU Raven Gant, a biological science
major part of the class of 2020. Gant
says that there are so many differences from being in the pageant to being

a judge for it.
“To come back as a judge is actually really inviting,” Gant said. “I’m
excited to be here. It’s fun to watch
the show from the other end, to understand just what the judges went
through, even when it was my pageant until now it’s a totally different
experience and just witnessing it was
wonderful.”
Sanford thinks that empowering
other Black women on campus is important as Miss Black EIU.
“I try to inspire other people by
simply just being there because

sometimes someone just needs that
one person, you know, to kind of
help them boost their confidence,”
said Sanford. “I believe in confidence
and just uplifting other women. And
so anything I could possibly do in
that area, whether it’s just listening to someone, trying to help them
with a problem… That’s the number
one thing that I try to do is always be
there for the next woman of Black excellence.”
Katja Benz can be reached at 5812812 or at kkbenz@eiu.edu.
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Let’s be ‘Franks’ : 2022 Miss Black EIU
By Madelyn Kidd
News Editor | @DEN_news
The 2022 Miss Black EIU Jaedah
Franks plans to open her own OB-GYN
clinics in the future, with the first being
an affordable clinic for women in Chicago who can’t afford most health care options.
After graduating from Eastern, Franks
plans to get her medical degree and become an OB-GYN and open a practice in
Chicago.
“I want to have a non-profit mentoring group for young women and young
girls, and my first practice will be towards women that can't afford affordable health care,” Franks said.
Franks’ dream to be an OB-GYN began when her mother was pregnant with
her brother, and the gynecologist let
Franks help during ultrasounds.
“When I was little when my mom was
pregnant with my little brother, I was
just so fascinated with how is there a
baby growing in you, how are you going
to get it out,” Franks said. “And she ended up taking me to her doctor's appointments, and the gynecologist would actually let me do our ultrasounds.”
Franks’ mom encouraged her daughter’s interest in the OB-GYN field, and a
mentoring program helped Franks decide on her higher education path.
“I didn't get to see the birth, but
[Franks’ mom] started showing me videos and showing me kind of what that
career field does,” Franks said. “And in
high school I was in a mentoring group,
three C's mentoring group. It was a TRIO
program, and I feel like they really contribute to who I am today. If it wasn't for
them, I wouldn't have gone to many colleges to learn about college like college
was always an idea. But I feel like they
really bought it out of me, so I think giving back to my community by having a
mentor group targeted to young women will kind of give me a feeling of giving back.”
On Saturday night, Franks was
crowned as the 2022 Miss Black EIU
during the 50th anniversary of the Miss
Black EIU pageant.
“It feels great,” Franks said. “It feels
like I'm living in a dream. I don't think
I woke up.”
Franks was proud and excited of
many aspects of the pageant throughout
Saturday night.
“I'm proud to see my pageant sisters
and all of us actually perform our pieces,” Franks said. “And although I did not
physically see it when I was in the back
getting ready, I heard it and it sounds 10
times better than it did in practice.”
Overall, Franks enjoyed getting to
meet the other contestants from the pageant and each had their own creative expression piece on stage.
“My favorite part was making relationships with the girls I've never seen,”
Franks said. “I've never seen them before
until the pageant, but my personal favorite part with my pieces has to be my
creative expression. It took a lot for me
to tell that story. I haven't told that story
to anyone until that night, but I feel like
I overcame it and turned my nervous energy into positive energy.”
Franks is also on the EIU Cheer Team
as a main base, but is also versatile in
what position she can be.
“I've been cheering since I was five, so
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Jaedah Franks, a sophomore biology major, wins Miss Black EIU 2022 at the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Miss Black EIU Scholarship Pageant on Feb. 26.
cheering has been something that I've always done,” Franks said. “Picking a college, cheer was high on my radar because I know I want to do it. But coming to Eastern, it is a different sense of

cheer because of where I come from, so
I feel like it was great because I get to
meet new people or have different experiences from what I'm used to.”
Franks also enjoys getting to tumble

because it makes her feel “like a feather in the air.”
Madelyn Kidd can be reached at
581-2812 or at mekidd@eiu.edu.

Opinions

T H E D A I LY E A S T E R N N E W S
D A I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O M
MARCH 2, 2022
V O LU M E 1 0 6 , N O. 7 8

4

Editorial

No one needs a Miss White EIU
This month, Easter n celebrated
the 50th anniversary of Miss Black
EIU, a scholarship pageant meant
to uplift and empower Black women in Easter n’s student body.
The pageant came at a time in
Eastern’s history when that support was much needed for Black
students.
In the years leading up to the
first Miss Black EIU pageant,
Black students fought for equal
treatment on campus as civil rights were being fought for
across the country. Two years later when Eastern elected its first
Black Homecoming Queen, the
queen never received her crown as
students accused her of violating
campaign rules. As students pr otested the injustice, a cross was
bur ned on the lawn of the frater nity who sponsored the queen.
Yo u m a y a s k y o u r s e l f w h y t h i s
h a p p e n e d . W h y w o u l d a n y o n e r eact in such a drastic way to something as simple as a college homecoming court?
Because while white students
have always had a place on this
campus, Black students have
spent decades creating their own.
Whether it be the Black Student
Union, Black Greek organizations
or Miss Black EIU, the Black community at Eastern has fought to
create a space where they can
thrive in conditions that have not
always been supportive of their
growth.
Now, in a time where we see
more equality among all people,
the significance of these groups

Comic by Will Simmons
and traditions is lost to some.
Each year, certain individuals ask
if the tradition of these groups
and events are racist.
The short answer? No.
Ye a r s o f o p p r e s s i o n a n d d i s crimination led to Black people,

and more specifically in this case,
Easter n’s Black community creating traditions to honor their history and cultures as this world
fought to keep them down. But
they couldn’t.
So when you ask yourself,

“where is the Miss White EIU,”
consider also asking this:
“When have white people ever
been discriminated against at
Easter n?” And no, Miss Black EIU
does not count.
We’ll wait.

Education

An ode to past, present female educators
This Women’s History Month, we
should be thanking the women who
taught us. Although there are men who
are educators, the teaching profession is
mostly dominated by women. These women taught us everything from reading,
writing, and other useful life skills. Without these women, we would lack serious
skills that allow us to function in our everyday life.
EIU has a history of being a school for
educators. After all, that’s where EIU’s
roots were planted - as a school for educators. During the institution’s first couple of years and even until now, EIU has
put many strong female teachers into the
workforce.
Women have educated generations of
students who become influential leaders
or even scientists who make breaking discoveries. Without these women, there may
be some things in society that are completely different.

Ellen Dooley
While it is important to remember
women who have done such tremendous
things, it is also important to remember
women who have done smaller things. For
example, a librarian at a school who has
taught students for years how to read and
have helped students find what they are

passionate about.
I know one woman I look back on is
my eighth-grade science teacher. She always instilled in us that we could do anything we put our minds to. She also inspired students to pursue what they were
interested in. She encouraged us to read
or study what we were genuinely curious
about.
These women are the ones that we
should remember during Women’s History
Month. They may have had a small effect
on a certain number of people, but they
are engrained in our personal histories.
That goes for anyone. It doesn’t have to be
the teacher who introduced you into your
life’s work, but one who inspired you.
This month isn’t about memorizing
every famous woman who contributed
to society. It is about those women who
made an impact on people’s lives. It does
not matter if it is big or small. You may
even think back to maybe an elementa-

ry school teacher who helped you read or
write. That woman is engraved into your
history. Not just the world’s history, but
your own.
That woman made an impact on your
life, just as Madam Curie made an impact on the scientific community. Now,
we are kind of comparing apples and oranges, but women all over the world make
an impact on people every day. They are
the people that raise us and shape us into
who we are. Whether it be for the better or
worse, they change our lives.
We all have that one teacher we look
back on. They taught us something that
sticks with us for the rest of our lives.
This month, remember them with honor
and pride.
Ellen Dooley is a sophomore special
education standard major. She can be
reached at 581-2812 or at emdooley@
eiu.edu
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Human Rights

Exactly how inherent is motherhood?
Motherhood is a valued part of the
human experience and no one can
deny that mothers have a unique role
in child-rearing. Carrying your future
child for 9 months, going through a
lengthy and painful birthing process,
and breastfeeding are all unique to the
mother’s ability.
Unfortunately, because of these capabilities’ women were restricted to their
maternal roles. Biology became women’s destiny and research was produced
in order to support women’s innate nurturing capabilities, giving them exclusive responsibility for all things parental. Consequently, it also gave an out
for fathers to claim incompetency and
neglect their duties as parental figures.
But does motherhood come as naturally to women as we thought? Just
how inherent are mothering capabilities? The reason why I am interested in
these discrepancies is that I want to be
a doula after graduation and while the
body may prime women with a hormonal cocktail conducive to the process of
attachment, experience in motherhood

Gisella Mancera
is varied. In order to understand motherhood, and more broadly, parenthood,
we have to deconstruct our assumptions that women have an exclusive unwavering ability to nurture.
Nancy Scheper-Hughes’ 1989 study
of mothers in Bom Jesus, a place
wracked with poverty in Northeastern
Brazil, challenges the conception of immediate attachment to children. Due to
the intense poverty and lack of suffi-

cient food, these women do not develop
a full attachment to children until later ages when it becomes more apparent
the child will live into adulthood.
Hughes reports that mothers in Bom
Jesus displayed a peculiar indifference
to infant death. Upon further consideration, Hughes labeled this delayed attachment as a survival strategy. The delayed attachment allowed mothers to
easily abandon their infants at the first
sign of weakness.
This allowed for current resources to
be allocated towards living family members, but also prevented the reoccurring
heartbreak of mothers in an area that
had a 30 percent to 40 percent infant
mortality rate within the first year.
Previous ideas have held that women have a certain biological response
priming them for the social responsibility of a child. Women were thought
to have a parental brain, or structur al and hormonal processes in the brain
that makes one in tune with the baby’s
needs.
When taking MRI’s of straight cou-

ples, the women had a parental brain
while the men did not, leading researchers to believe this was an adaption exclusive to the mother. Similar studies
have been conducted on gay couples
and results have shown that one partner will develop a parental brain, while
the other takes on “typical dad” brain.
Showing that a parental brain is not determined by sex, but as viewing oneself
as a primary caregiver.
Biology is critical in encouraging
parent-child relationships. However, I
wanted to highlight these studies to illustrate a wider perspective not just on
motherhood, but parenthood.
Additionally, the MRI study demonstrates research bias and how
deep-seated ideologies can fabricate
what we take as factual evidence. As social research starts to include more minority populations, we could see more
of our common beliefs be challenged.
Gisella Mancera is a senior sociology
major. She can be reached at 581-2812
or at gomancera@eiu.edu.

Politics

Be wary of wartime metaphors that can hide the truth
Russia has recently invaded Ukraine.
And though the world might seem peaceful
given our high standards of living and relatively tranquil lives in the US, the world–
and more specifically people–are often more
dangerous than we might like to think.
With this in mind, I’d like to consider some of the ways people use language
to deceive us, specifically in the context of
war.
Metaphors can hide the true actors in
military conflict. Consider my first sentence, ‘Russia has recently invaded
Ukraine.’ Taken literally, this cannot be
true, since Russia is a country, and countries cannot act. A more accurate translation would be ‘Putin commanded his military to invade Ukraine, and Russia’s military followed Putin’s orders.’ Though this
sentence is unnecessarily long, it preserves
something the first sentence doesn’t: the
true actor.
When we say, “Russia invaded Ukraine,”
we use a metaphor called metonymy whereby we substitute a referent with a common-

Ian Palacios
ly associated attribute of that referent. In
this case we substitute ‘Putin’ with ‘Russia.’
Thus, Russia invaded Ukraine.
And despite the metaphor’s brevity, the
cost is twofold. First, it hides that Putin
commanded the military invasion–Putin
furthered the conflict, not Russia–and second, the metaphor asserts that Russia as
a whole invaded Ukraine, implying a kind

of unity across the country, whereas many
Russians (and possibly most) may not want
to engage in military conflict.
This is important because if we accept
these claims at face value, we become susceptible to subtle manipulation, which we
use to form our beliefs and guide our actions. Furthermore, we may forget that Putin is responsible–not Russia and not the
Russian people.
People die in war. Someone’s sister, people’s fathers, thousands of humans are ordered to be killed in war. We shouldn’t pretend a country did it.
A second form of linguistic manipulation comes in overstated metaphors. Former US Speaker of the House of Representatives Newt Gingrich tweeted on Feb. 21,
“The Biden administration talks and Putin
acts. This is such a clear replay of Chamberlain trying to deal with Hitler that it is
more than a little frightening.”
Since the Russia-Ukraine conflict is not
literally a replay of Chamberlain dealing
with Hitler, we have to see what this meta-

phor is trying to assert.
Gingrich’s tweet asserts that the situation between the Biden administration
and Putin is the situation between former
UK Prime Minister Chamberlain and Hitler.
And since we don’t take this literally, we are
supposed to see a strong similarity between
the two.
However, we ought to be critical of how
close the similarities really are. In hindsight, we can tell that military conflict was
necessary to stop Nazi Germany. So, if we
assume Gingrich’s claim is true, we infer
that we ought to respond to Russia in the
same way we ought to have responded to
Germany. But this is false: we should not
respond to Russia as if they were Nazi Germany.
Be on the lookout for metaphors. They’re
often sneaky.
Ian Palacios is an English and
philosophy major. He can be
reached at 581-2812 or at impalacios@eiu.edu.
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The Miss Black EIU contestants wait patiently as the
judges finalize the winners
of the different categories,
the runner-ups, and the
final winner during the 50th
anniversary of the Miss Black
EIU Scholarship Pageant. The
categories included creative
expression, african garment,
talent, and impromptu
questions.

Miss Black EIU 50th anniversary candidates
Story by Madelyn Kidd, photos by Ashanti Thomas and Rob Le Cates

Jaedah Franks is a sophomore biology pre-medicine major from Hazel Crest,
Ill., and she is involved with the Eastern’s cheer team, BSU and the Weller Hall
Council. Franks was also Eastern’s 2021 Homecoming Princess.
Franks said she is excited for her first Ms. Black EIU pageant since there wasn’t
one her freshman year due to COVID-19, and she was excited to be a part of the
pageant this year.
“The pageant means a lot, especially being at a school where we are the minority,”
Franks said. “So, sometimes it’s hard for us to find things that we are comfortably doing
with being ourselves and not having to put on a front. I feel like the pageant really is a safe
space and allows us to be true.”

Brianna Hull-Dennis is a junior political science major from Homewood, Ill., and she is involved with the Pre-Law Society, Political Science Association, BSU and is one of Eastern’s
student senators.
Hull-Dennis competed in the Ms. Black EIU
pageant this year because she has steadily been
getting more involved on campus. Now after
learning about the history of the Ms. Black EIU
pageant, the pageant means a lot to her
“It’s telling of the progression of African American women that we can excel,” Hull-Dennis
said. “We don’t have to find our space and other spaces; we can make our own and still succeed.”

Promise Anderson is a senior business management major from Chicago, and she is involved with the ACTS Campus Ministry, Unity Gospel Choir and on the Lincoln Hall Council.
Anderson said she originally mentioned being in the Ms. Black EIU pageant as a joke. However, her friends took her seriously and encouraged her to really do it.
Anderson said what the option of having this pageant as an opportunity on campus really
meant for minority students.
“It just shows that the school is trying to kind of focus on minorities this month, and it’s not
just a month where they just say Black Heritage Month,” Anderson said. “It’s not just for that,
but it’s just simply spotlighting the minorities on campus and just showing us that ‘Hey, we
care. We care about you, and we want to have an event for your ethnicities.’”

Faith Johnson is a junior business management major from Forest Park, Ill., and she is involved with the Entrepreneurship Club, the Black Student Union, BSU, and
a SMIT coordinator.
Johnson got involved with the 2022 pageant after learning the history behind why there is a Ms. Black EIU, which
was created in the 70s starting from when Black women
on campus were unable to be on the Homecoming court.
“With me, I would say [Ms. Black EIU] is definitely important, because again, the history behind it and the
whole reason why we do it, I would say is an honor to even
be a part of it to make history like that,” said Johnson.
“And then, considering it being the 50th year anniversary
of it, the fact that it’s still going on and it still carries that
legacy in the meaning I think that that’s really important.”

Kymoni Dixon is a junior pre-physical therapy major
from Chicago, and she is involved with Couture Modeling, Kinesiology Sports & Recreation and BSU.
Dixon signed up for 2022 Ms. Black EIU to be able
to branch out and get out of her comfort bubble while
partaking in an Eastern tradition which supports Black
women.
“[The pageant supports] Black women in ways that
we’re not always being supported,” Dixon said. “And so,
it’s really important because it is one of the longest traditions on this campus. It started in 1970, I believe, and it
was because of homecoming. And there was a lot of racial things going on with that. And Black women were
not winning homecoming queen, so we decided to make
our own thing, and it’s been going great ever since.
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Panthers win weekend set against Tarleton State
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor | @adam_tumino
The Eastern baseball team continued early-season action over the weekend with a three-game road series
against Tarleton State.
The Panthers opened the series by
sweeping a doubleheader Sunday,
winning game one 13-3 and game two
3-1.
Eastern only scored in three innings
in game one, scoring four runs in the
second inning, two runs in the fifth
and seven runs in seventh.
The Panther pitching staf f held
the Texans to six hits, led by starting pitcher Blake Malatestinic who
pitched six shutout innings to pick up
his second win of the season. He also
pitched six shutout innings in his first
start of the season against Little Rock.
The Panthers were led offensively by
starting first baseman R yan Ignoffo,
who went 4-for -5 with a home run,
double and five RBI.
Eastern’s pitching was successful
again in game two, once again getting
six shutout innings from the starter.
This time it was Cameron Doherty,
the preseason OVC Pitcher of the Year,
who allowed just five hits while striking out nine batters.
Ignoffo had a good game at the plate
once again, going 3-for -4 with two
runs scored as the starting DH.
The Panthers lost the series fina-

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Eastern third baseman Dalton Doyle dives to his right to make a play on a ground ball, which he would then throw to first base for an out against Tennessee-Martin on
April 22, 2021, at Coaches Stadium. The Panthers lost the game 5-1.
le 8-3 on Monday, but Ignoffo had another big game and was named OVC
Player of the Week for his work in the
double header.
He went 4-for -5 Monday and cur rently leads the OVC with a .577 batting average.
The Panther pitching was not able
to hold the Texans down for the third-

straight game, allowing nine hits and
eight runs.
S t a r t e r J e s s e Wa i n s c o t t t h r e e
earned runs in 0.2 innings and was
tabbed with the loss in the game.
The bullpen allowed five runs, four
of which were earned.
Tarleton State started Aiden Adams
pitched six innings and allowed two

earned runs to get the win.
Eastern, which is 3-3 to start the
season, will be back on the r oad
this weekend for a three-game series
against Grambling State starting Friday.
Adam Tumino can be reached at
581-2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Softball team competes in Mardi Gras Mambo over weekend
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor | @adam_tumino
The Eastern softball team remained
busy early in the season, playing five
games in the Mardi Gras Mambo in
Youngsville, Louisiana, over the weekend.
The Panthers dropped all five games
and are now 6-9 to start the season.
They opened the Mambo Friday by
playing Louisiana, the No. 15 team in the
nation, and nearly upset the Ragin’ Cajuns in extra innings.
The teams went to extras tied at 1-1
after the seventh, and Eastern took a 2-1
lead in the top of the ninth after scoring
on an error.
The lead was short lived, as the Ragin’
Cajuns walked it off with two runs in the
bottom of the inning, with the game-ending run also scoring on an error.
Rachel Kaufman pitched all 8.1 innings for the Panthers and all three runs
allowed were unearned.

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Members of the Eastern softball team celebrate in the dugout during the first game of a doubleheader March
13, 2021, against Belmont. The Panthers won the game 12-6.
Eastern had four hits in the game. Megan Burton doubled home Morgan Lewis
in the fifth inning and Olivia Price scored
the Panthers’ run in the ninth.

The Panthers then lost 7-5 against
Northwestern State later that day. They
fell 10-3 to Louisiana Tech and 5-0 to
Southeastern Louisiana on Saturday and

lost the finale to Nicholls State 4-2 on
Sunday.
So far this season, the Panthers are
led offensively by outfielder Morgan Lewis, who has the best batting average
(.388) and on-base percentage (.475) on
the team.
Alexa Rehmeier leads the way on the
mound with a 4-1 record and 1.62 ERA
in 30.1 innings pitched.
The Panthers have five more games
this weekend as they are set to play in
the Alabama State Black and Gold Tournament in Montgomery starting Friday.
They play North Alabama and Alabama
State Friday, North Alabama and Eastern
Kentucky Saturday and then play Eastern Kentucky once more Sunday.
Eastern will then stay in the state for
one more game Monday when they stop
in Tuscaloosa to play a game against Alabama, the No. 2 team in the nation.
Adam Tumino can be reached at
581-2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Athletes of the Issue
RYAN IGNOFFO

ABBY WAHL

Eastern utility player Ryan Ignoffo is off
to a fast start for the Panthers this season. Ignoffo was named OVC Player of the
Week on Monday after going 7-of-11 from
the plate in a doubleheader against Tarleton
State Sunday.
He leads the OVC this season with a .577
batting average and has also pitched two innings for the Panthers.

Senior forward Abby Wahl played her final game in Lantz Arena for the women’s
basketball team on Saturday and went out
in style.
Wahl scored a season-high 20 points
in the game, which Eastern won 68-56.
During the season, she became the 10th
player in program history to reach 1,200
points and 600 rebounds in her career.
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Panthers head to Evansville for OVC Tournament
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor | @adam_tumino
Evansville awaits for the Eastern women’s basketball team on Wednesday.
That is the day the Panthers will take
the court to face Tennessee State at 1 p.m.
in the opening round of the OVC Tournament.
Eastern enters the tournament as the
fifth seed in the conference, which was
clinched with a win over Austin Peay in the
regular season finale on Saturday.
After that win head coach Matt Bollant,
in his fifth season with Eastern and heading to his third-straight OVC Tournament,
said he the team is just focusing on what
is in front of them.
“Take it one game at a time,” Bollant
said. “You can’t worry about the second
game unless you play well in the first, and
just to be focused and ready and go play
well in the first game and then go from
there.”
The Panthers won each of their final
three regular season games with all the
wins coming by double digits.
Their defense had 35 steals over those
three games and they held their opponents
under 40 percent shooting in the last two
games.
Senior guard Jordyn Hughes finished the regular season as the team’s
fourth-leading scorer and enters the tournament as one of the OVC’s top threepoint shooters with a three-point percentage of 41.5, the fourth best in the conference.
Hughes said she felt optimistic about
Eastern’s defense after the win Saturday.
“I think this was a great way to make a
statement and show that we can defend
for four quarters,” she said. “We can defend anyone in our league, so I think it was
a really great confidence boost for every-

body.”
The Panthers ranked near the middle of
the conference in scoring defense, but their
314 steals ranked second in the conference and 10th in the nation. The only OVC
team with more steals is the Panthers’
first-round opponent, Tennessee State,
which ranked third in the nation with 359
steals.
Eastern senior guard Kira Arfhofer finished second in the OVC with 2.8 steals
per game and her 81 steals are tied for the
seventh-most in the nation.
She said that the Panthers need to
maintain their energy for all four quarters
to be successful in Evansville.
“I think the biggest mindset is that we
need to play like we did (Saturday) and we
can’t let up,” she said. “Heading into these
next couple games, we’ve got to stay motivated throughout the game, know what
we’re capable of and just play for each other like we have been, and good things can
happen from that.”
The Panthers let up a bit in their first
matchup with Tennessee State on Jan. 29,
but were ultimately able to get a win.
They were up 11 points entering the
fourth quarter before the Tigers stormed
back to force overtime. Eastern then outscored them 10-2 in overtime to win 78-70.
Like Arthofer and Hughes, forward Abby
Wahl will be playing her final games as a
Panther in Evansville. She is from Santa
Claus, Indiana, about an hour northeast of
Evansville, and is excited to be able to finish out her career close to home.
“I’m super excited,” Wahl said. “It’s close
to home, I’m excited to get the home atmosphere and I want to go out with a bang for
Jordyn and Kira and the rest of our team,
so I’m excited to see how we do.”
Adam Tumino can be reached at
581-2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

ADAM TUMINO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Eastern guard Lariah Washington drives for a layup in the women's basketball game against Austin Peay on
Saturday at Lantz Arena. Washington scored 20 points in the game, which the Panthers won 68-56 against
the Governors.

Men’s basketball team looks ahead following season finale
By Ryan Meyer
Men’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The first season of the Marty Simmons
era of Eastern men’s basketball is in the
books.
It ended without a bang as the Panthers
fell 64-52 to the Austin Peay Governors,
finishing the season with a 5-26 record
overall and going 3-14 in OVC play and finishing last in the conference.
Seniors Sammy Friday IV and Kashawn
Charles played well in their last games in
Panther blue and white, with Friday notching 13 points on 66.7 percent shooting before fouling out with 9:36 left to play, exiting the floor in Lantz for the final time, this
time to a standing ovation.
Jostling for position under the basket
with Friday was Elijah Hutchins-Everett,
Austin Peay’s standout freshman. Both big
men would only miss three shots on their
way to 13 points each.
“We was competing, just going back and
forth, so just having one last go at it before
I leave,” Friday said.
Kashawn Charles provided Eastern with
all of their bench points, putting up eight in
31 minutes, helping fill time for the injured
Kejuan Clements.
Charles had no trouble reminiscing
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Eastern guard CJ Lane dribbles the ball up the court in the men's basketball game against Ausitn Peay Saturday at Lantz Arena. The Panthers lost the game 64-52 to the Governors.
shortly after the game, having high praises
for his teammates, mentioning he believes
next year’s Panthers will be among the top
in the OVC.
“I got to be around a bunch of guys I’m
probably going to know for the rest of my
life, and (really be able to) call brothers,
people that I really enjoy being around and

that I love, just really care for…” Charles
said.
The future of the program revolves
around freshmen forwards Rodolfo Bolis and Paul Bizimana, both of whom performed well Saturday. Bolis had seven
points, five rebounds and two assists, and
Bizimana made three three-pointers on his

way to ten points.
In the absence of Clements, Dan Luers
ran the offense, and did so unselfishly, tallying seven assists in nearly 38 minutes of
play.
Micah Schnyders got his second start of
the season and led the Panthers in minutes with 38 while going six-for-six from
the free throw line.
Simmons noted the toughness of the
OVC but also admired the effort given by
a team in transition that encountered injuries and transfers throughout the season,
often playing through conference matchups with only eight players available.
“I’ve competed against the league many
a time,” Simmons said. “It’s tough. It’s
tough, and that’s what I’m probably the
most proudest is our guys, you know, our
record’s not what we wanted it to be, but
I feel like for the most part our guys gave
tons of effort and they kept competing, they
kept trying really hard, and that gives us
something to build on.”
The OVC tournament will take place
in Evansville starting Wednesday. For the
Panthers and head coach Marty Simmons,
the rebuild continues.
Ryan Meyer can be reached at 5812812 or rameyer@eiu.edu,

