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Vigil, march honor MLKVigil, march honor MLK
By Luke Taylor

Multimedia News Editor | @luke_

taylor23

“The narrative that I’m positing 

about Dr. King is that he did 

not dream,” Dr. Nathan A. Ste-

phens told his audience Mon-

day night. “He fantasized.”

Stephens was the keynote 

speaker for the 35th annu-

al  Dr.  Mart in Luther 

King Jr.  v ig i l  and 

celebration hosted by the Zeta Nu 

chapter of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-

ternity, Inc.

This  year ’s  mes-

s a g e  w a s  “ A 

T i m e  t o 

Break Si-

lence.”

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ASHANTI THOMAS | THE DAILY EASTERN 

NEWS

Jerimiah Boyd-Johnson, a senior political science ma-
jor, leads the march for the Martin Luther King Jr. vigil 
hosted by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated. 
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BOT meeting set for FridayBOT meeting set for Friday

By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief | @corryn_brock

Eastern’s Board of Trustees will 
vote on the FY 2022 budget during its 
meeting Friday at 1 p.m. in the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. University Union.

The revenues and expenditures for 
the year come out evenly at around 
$165,422, 800.

The board will also vote on a con-
tract extension for Athletic Director 
Tom Michael.

The contract would be a three-year 
extension to his current contract and 
would end in 2027.

Another contract up for a vote is 
the contract for the six members of 
the Mid-America Carpenters Region-
al Council, Local 243.

The contract will expire on April 30, 
2024.

The board will also be discussing 
the renaming of Douglas Hall.

The Naming Committee recently 
sent a letter of findings on each name 
option they were asked to explore to 
University President David Glassman.

This included looking into Illi-
nois Governor Edward Coles, former 
student athlete and Tuskegee Air-
man Major Charles B. Hall, commu-
nity members who assisted students 
with housing Ona and Kenneth Nor-
ton, Eastern’s first Black student Zel-
la Powell and former life sciences pro-
fessor and Director of Afro-American 
Studies William Ridgeway.

The committee also reviewed Lin-
coln-Douglas Debate Hall or Lin-

coln-Douglas Debate Memorial Tow-
ers (Liberty Hall and Justice Hall) for 
fitness as a potential new name.

The issue of renaming is expected 
to come up during the Board’s April 

meeting.

Corryn Brock can be reached at 
581-2812 or at deneic@gmail.com.

BY ROB LE CATES | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

From left, Joyce Madigan, the chairperson for the Eastern Illinois University Board of Trustees, and David 
Glassman, EIU President, convene after the Friday, Nov. 12, 2021 Board of Trustees meeting adjourned.

Board to vote on FY 
2022 budget, con-
tract extension for 
A.D. Tom Michael
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Candlelight vigil, march honor MLKCandlelight vigil, march honor MLK

The evening began with a march 
from Thomas Hall to the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. University Union. Fra-
ternity brothers lead chants and 
songs which focused on unity and 
progress.

Once in the Union, students per-
formed songs and poetry before in-
troducing Stephens, who is an as-
sistant professor in the school of 
social work at Illinois State Univer-
sity and is himself a member of Al-
pha Phi Alpha.

“Psychologists today suggest that 
when a person dreams, they are 
unconscious,” Stephens said. “Con-
versely, the definition of fantasizing 
is to have an active and conscious 
mind. To fantasize means Dr. King 
was woke.”

Stephens said that he went 
through a period of his life when he 
didn’t participate in MLK Jr. Day 
celebrations because of the dispari-
ties he saw between his community 
and the rest of his hometown.

With an unemployment rate of 
30 percent in his neighborhood as 
compared to six to eight percent in 
other areas, Stephens felt disillu-
sioned with the holiday. It wasn’t 
until he started working as an ac-
tivist to solve the problems he saw 
that Stephens began getting in-
volved again.

Much of Stephens’ address fo-
cused on parts of King’s life and be-
liefs which are overlooked in the 
“sanitized, clean” version of histo-
ry which most Americans learn in 
school.

“How can a non-violent preach-
er be listed on the FBI’s enemy list? 
Dr. King as we know and love and 
has a statue in Washington D.C. 
was an enemy of the United States 
government,” Stephens said.

Some of the rhetoric that Ste-
phens touched on included King’s 
understanding that racism would 
continue in American society long 
after his death due to the systemic, 
especially economic, factors which 
uphold it.

Stephens said that prior to rac-
ism, capitalism and greed was the 
cause of the transatlantic slave 
trade. He connected this to mod-
ern-day companies placing valuing 
profit over people.

“One of the things I’ve learned in 
his short life I’ve lived is that capi-
talism, making money, will super-
sede your health and well-being in 
many circles in our society,” Ste-
phens said. “Dr. King foresaw that 
corporate profit margin get influ-
enced by congressional leaders, 
and subsequently be correlated to 
social problems such as the killing 
of unarmed black citizens by law 
enforcement, mass incarceration, 
poverty, and so much more.”

Luke Taylor can be reached 
at 581-2812 or at
egtaylor@eiu.edu.

BY ROB LE CATES| THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Armani Brooksstreet, a sophomore criminal justice major, plays piano and sings a song called “A Change is Gonna Come” the 35 annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Vigil 
and Celebration, hosted at the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Grand Ballroom on Monday, Jan. 17, 2022. 

From the cover

BY ROB LE CATES | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Students bow their heads in a moment of prayer at the 35 annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Vigil and Celebration, hosted at the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union 
Grand Ballroom on Monday, Jan. 17, 2022. 
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Sitting...waiting...until the clock 
strikes. I can finally get out of this 
class. Do you ever have a class that 
drags on and feels like it will never 
end?  

At my high school we had 
eighty-minute blocks for class. We were 
on an “A” and “B” day schedule. It was 
nice not seeing every class every day, 
but it meant we would sit in one class 
for an hour and twenty minutes. I loved 
the schedule for my fine arts classes 
more, but that calculus class was tor-
ture by the end of the year (well, March 
actually).  

When I saw my schedule for my first 
semester, I was so relieved. Only fifty 
minutes? That’s nothing! Then I looked 
at my Tuesday and Thursday class 
and cringed. Great, I’d be back to long 
classes. Little did I know some of my 
classes were even longer. I would have 
never thought it was possible (or hu-

mane) to have a two and half hour long 
class.  

When I say my attention span is gone 
after an hour, it means it is gone. It is 
out the window and getting on the next 
flight out of O’Hare to the farthest place 
away. I get it evens the time out if I 

met with those class three days a week 
compared to only one but come on!  

This has me thinking. I wonder if the 
longer the class is if it corresponds with 
declining attention. If your attention 
declines, how much does that affect 
your grade or overall comprehension of 
the material being taught? 

One of my classes starts at sev-
en o’clock and ends at twenty till nine. I 
do not see how that class time can set 
me up to do my best. How can I stay up 
for a class when everyone preaches that 
a student needs eight to nine hours of 
sleep? On top of all the other responsi-
bilities like homework, being an active 
community member on campus, study-
ing, and just trying to stay afloat. 

So how can I balance all these re-
sponsibilities and places to be and 
shove them into what seems like the 
shortest days ever? Not to mention 
just taking time to decompress, re-

lax, and spend time with friends like a 
real boy Geppetto! All jokes aside, this 
is a big problem facing students. They 
feel stuck in endless classes, but nev-
er have enough time to get projects and 
homework done.  

Time management is such an im-
portant skill to learn. It is about find-
ing what works for you and not your 
roommate, friend, or second cous-
in twice removed. You need to find out 
what is valuable and are willing to dedi-
cate time to it. It does not happen over-
night, and it takes time (which we have 
none of) to find what works and does 
not.  

Or maybe we just need to have a 
word with Father Time?  

Ellen Dooley is a sophomore stan-
dard special education major. She can 

be reached at 581-2812 or
at emdooley@eiu.edu 
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Powell, Nortons best options for renaming

Too much, not enough time dedicated to class sessions
Education

As Eastern’s Board of Trustees meets 
Friday, a discussion will be had on the 
renaming of Douglas Hall. 

This comes after the Naming Com-
mittee reviewed several individuals for 
their fitness for naming honors, includ-
ing former Illinois Governor Edward 
Coles, former student athlete and Tus-
kegee Airman Major Charles B. Hall, 
community members who assisted stu-
dents with housing Ona and Kenneth 
Norton, Eastern’s first Black student 
Zella Powell and former life sciences 
professor and Director of Afro-American 
Studies William Ridgeway. They also re-
viewed the options of naming the build-
ing Lincoln-Douglas Debate Hall or Lin-
coln-Douglas Debate Memorial Towers 
(Liberty Hall and Justice Hall).

We at the Daily Eastern News believe 
two potential names stand out from the 
rest: Powell Hall and Norton Hall.

Though all of the individuals being 
considered for naming honors have left 
incredible impacts on Eastern, the sur-
rounding community and/or the world, 
Zella Powell and Ona and Kenneth Nor-
ton are reflective of Eastern’s values in 
a way that cannot be overlooked.

Powell was a hometown (or home-
town over girl) when she came from 
Mattoon to Eastern as the school’s first 
Black student. She was the daughter of 
the first natural-born resident of Mat-
toon and a member of a pioneer family 
who helped found the city.

At Eastern, she studied education 
before becoming a teacher and teaching 
in both Mattoon and Chicago. 

Powell instilled her love for education 
into her daughter, Louise, who became 
a librarian and helped her husband, 
Dr. Charles H. Wright, create what is 
now the Charles H. Wright Museum of 
African American History in Detroit.

Powell’s granddaughters, Stepha-
nie Wright Griggs and Dr. Carla Wright, 
went on to leave their own impacts on 
the world, becoming the CEO of Provi-
dent Hospital in Chicago and a medical 
doctor respectively.

The Norton’s impact comes from their 
community leadership and service after 
they opened their home to Black stu-
dents who were unable to find housing 
in Charleston.

Before opening their homes, however, 
they were both members of prominent 

Black families in Coles County, with a 
website documenting Black history in 
Coles County calling them the “most 
recognized Black family in Charleston” 
for their time.

Though neither Norton graduated 
from Eastern, Ona Norton attended the 
university and received many honors 
related to both Eastern and Charles-
ton including being named the 1967 
Citizen of the Year by the Charleston 
Area Chamber of Commerce, inducted 
into the EIU Athletic Hall of Fame as a 

Friend of the University and inducted 
into a Minority Alumni Hall of Fame as 
an honorary member.

Both Powell and the Nortons are fan-
tastic examples of what people should 
aspire to in not only their day-to-day 
actions, but the legacies they left be-
hind.

Eastern would benefit greatly from 
honoring either Powell or the Nortons, 
but students would benefit more with 
such powerful role models so promi-
nently honored on campus.

Ellen Dooley

Comic by Will Simmons

Editorial
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If you don’t make it to the bottom 
of my articles, I’m an English major. I 
know what you’re thinking: “Oh, she 
wants to teach.”

There are so many connotations of 
English majors. The biggest two are 
that we’ll be teachers or that we’ll be 
so poor that we have to work at Star-
bucks.

Most English majors I know don’t 
want to end up teaching. My concen-
tration is professional writing which is 
basically the English version of a mar-
keting degree.

I want to be an academic advisor, 
which means I’ll end up going to grad-
uate school. I plan on taking some 
time off before moving to the city 
where my school is.

Graduate school, especially the 
places I’m going to apply to, is astro-
nomically expensive. And that’s only 
for two to three years of school.

After I graduate from grad school, I 
plan on moving to the general Wash-

ington D.C. area. That area of the 
country has a cost of living so expen-
sive that I might have to live with five 
other roommates just to afford rent.

That’s a problem. And I don’t think 
I’m the only one noticing.

I know that I won’t be able to afford 
to live in Washington D.C. alone. And 
the cost of living keeps going up.

I’ve noticed that our generation 
is becoming really educated. You’re 
probably wondering what that has to 
do with the cost of living.

Because we have to pay to go to col-
lege, most of us are going into some 
form of debt just to be here. And be-
cause we’re in debt, we have to pay 
money (that includes interest) back.

What’s interesting is that we were 
told to go to college and get in debt 
just to get a good-paying job. One 
that may not pay us enough money 
to even live.

In one of my English classes last 
week, we talked about the versatil-
ity of an English degree. It is one of 
the degrees where you can go into the 
workforce and get a decent-paying 
job.

However, not all degrees are like 
that. A good number of my friends 
want to be speech pathologists, which 
requires a graduate degree to practice.

Because of that, all some stu-

dents do is take out endless streams 
of money for student loans that they 
will end up paying back for the rest of 
their lives.

Sometimes I wonder why our coun-
try thinks that is okay. If they can’t 
pay students enough money when 
they transition into the real world, 
then why are they asking us to take 
out so much?

I don’t want to take out money just 
because our country refuses to help 
us. I would rather work to live than 
live to work, even though that’s what 
our country seems to thrive on.

Why can’t America meet students 
halfway? If we live in a country where 
all men are created equal, then I don’t 
understand how we are equal if stu-
dents are so behind.

Katja Benz is a junior English 
major. She can be reached at 

581-2812 or at
kjbenz@eiu.edu.

Dear America, it is time to lower the cost of living
Social Commentary

Katja Benz

The band that had my favor -
i te record of  2020, Fontaines 
D.C., just announced the upcom-
ing release of their third record, 
“Skinty Fia,” the record that will 
likely be my favorite of 2022.

They’ve shared one song, “Jack-
ie Down The Line,” that continues 
their string of fantastic singles. 
The entrance of Carlos O’Con-
nell’s staccato strumming is the 
highlight of the song, but Grian 
Chatten continues to develop as 
an engaging vocalist.

The album has high standards 
to live up to, following in the foot-
steps of their debut “Dogrel” and 
follow-up “A Hero’s Death,” both 
of which contribute immensely to 
the post-punk and brooding gui-
tar music revival of the second 
half of the 2010s.

Some of their more noise-ori-
ented tunes like “A Lucid Dream” 
miss for me, but it’s more than 

made up for in the beauty of 
songs like “No” and “Sunny,” or 
the throbbing post-punk of “The 
Lotts” or “I Don’t Belong.”

Speaking of such beauty, I hope 
“Skinty Fia” continues to add to 
that side of the band’s discogra-
phy because the aforementioned 
songs from “A Hero’s Death” add 

a dimension that perfectly bal-
ances the often roiling post-punk. 
If it does so, it deserves to be as 
well-heralded as its predecessors, 
both of which received scores of 
eight or above out of ten.

I’m also wondering if there will 
be for -now-unforeseen develop-
ment in Fontaines D.C.’s style, as 
there was with some of the songs 
on “A Hero’s Death,” like their 
embrace of the influence of the 
Beach Boys. It’d be interesting 
to see if there is a new influence 
that isn’t immediately detectable 
upon first listen.

Maybe it will come in the form 
of more acoustic or piano-driv-
en songs, as glimpsed in the You-
Tube video “A Night at Montrose, 
Dublin Director’s Cut (Full Per -
formance),” or the alternate ver -
sion of “A Lucid Dream” called “A 
Lucid Dreamer” that features a 
Cure-like coalition of piano and 

guitar to create a chaotic sound-
scape that rises above the origi-
nal version. The music video for 
“Jackie Down the Line” also sees 
guitarist Conor Curley playing an 
acoustic guitar, so who knows? 
The mystique absolutely comes 
through in stripped-down sets 
like the band’s Take Away version 
of “I Don’t Belong.”

The skil ls of Fontaines D.C. 
lie in their versatility and abil-
ity to captivate the listener, be 
it through a shout-along chorus 
or a gentle synth hidden in “Oh 
Such a Spring.”

I ’ve written about Fontaines 
D.C. before, and if “Skinty Fia” is 
what I expect it to be, I imagine 
I’ll be writing about them again.

 
Ryan Meyer is a senior jour-

nalism major. He can be 
reached at 581-2812 or at ra-

meyer@eiu.edu.

Looking forward to listening to the third Fontaines D.C. record
Music

Ryan Meyer

" Be the flame of fate, that torch of truth to guide our 
young people toward a better future for themselves and 
for this country. "

Michelle Obama

Quote of the Week:
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Students volunteer, learn about MLK’s historyStudents volunteer, learn about MLK’s history
By Katja Benz
Campus Reporter | @katjabenz1

The Office of Civic Engagement and 
Volunteerism held volunteer events 
Jan. 17 in the University Ballroom of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union. The events of the afternoon 
were held in honor of Martin Luther 
King Jr.
Students could register for one of 
two times. During each session, 
participants made tie blankets and 
listened to a presentation given by 
John Bickford, a professor of Social 
Studies education.
Bickford said that attending these 
types of events helps students 
recognize the importance of decreasing 
marginalization. “We’re bringing 
awareness to it,” said Bickford. “The 
more people we talk to the more 
the more that we alert them. The 
demonstration and the vigil tonight 
is a wonderful thing because it’s 
powerful and it’s out there and it’s for 
the community to see. This discussion 
today there was maybe forty to fifty 
college kids here willing to listen and 
that’s empowering. This is one part 
of it. To helping America live up to its 
ideals.”
Many students attended the events, 
including Gina Kirshenbaum, a junior 
early childhood education major. 
Kireshenbaum attended the event with 
some of her sorority sisters.
Kirshenbaum thinks that it is always 
important to go to these events. “The 
best way is just to lead by example,” 
said Kirshenbaum. “So of course I’m 

going to ask my members to sign up 
for this and I’m going to go ahead 
and do it myself as well. Just to really 
encourage them. It also helps having a 
friend there with you to go ahead and 
do it.”
Other students think that it is 
important to support everyone. The 
afternoon’s events helped support 
local charity One Stop Community 
Christmas.
Katherine Wellen, a sophomore public 
relations major, thinks that showing 
support is crucial. “It shows people 
and makes them feel better because 

it shows that we support this certain 
group or this certain ethnicity or 
religion,” said Wellen. “It shows that 
we support you no matter what you 
believe in or who you are as a person.”
These events highlighted the work of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Beth Gillespie, 
the director of Civic Engagement 
and Volunteerism, also thinks that 
this support is also vital, and it is 
important to honor Martin Luther King 
Jr.
“The point of today is to honor the 
work that Dr. Martin Luther King jr. 
did during his lifetime,” said Gillespie. 

“You know, all he did was stand up for 
things that he believed. Stand up for 
other people and try to make the world 
a more equitable and better place for 
everyone. And it’s our responsibility as 
humans to carry that forward. And so 
by having the students come together 
today and do some good for our 
community, it’s a way to acknowledge 
what he did and understand that it’s 
also in our power to be doing good for 
people around us.”
Even though students may not have 
had time to volunteer today, there are 
other opportunities that students may 
look into through the Office of Civic 
Engagement and Volunteerism.
Kirshenbaum thinks that it is 
important to volunteer, no matter 
what groups someone could be in. 
“Well, obviously, we like to give back to 
the community,” said Kirshenbaum. 
“That’s one of our goals as the sorority. 
We do a lot of community service 
hours. And then also because there are 
no classes today. I mean, you might as 
well spend your time positively.”
Gillespie thinks that it is also 
important to inspire others through 
going to these kinds of events. “It’s 
up to us to continue to inspire those 
around us to speak out to advocate 
and take care of each other,” said 
Gillespie. “By being here today. We are 
doing just that.”
Katja Benz is a junior English major. 
She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
kkbenz@eiu.edu.

Katja Benz can be reached at 
581-2812 or at kkbenz@eiu.edu.

MLK honored on ‘We are EIU’ flagpoleMLK honored on ‘We are EIU’ flagpole

BY CORRYN BROCK | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Jeremiah Boyd-Johnson,a senior political science major, and University Police Depar tment Chief  Marisol Gamboa raise a flag honoring Mar tin Luther King Jr. Jan. 14. The flag will remain flying until 
the end of  January when the Black Lives Matter flag will be flown.

BY KATJA BENZ| THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Students gather for an Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism event meant to honor Martin Luther King 
Jr. through community service.
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Athletes of the Issue

Sean Hopkins of the men’s track 
team was named  OVC Male Freshman 
of the Week last week, and carried that 
into the EIU John Craft Invite, which 
Eastern hosted Saturday. 

Hopkins earned one of the Panthers’ 
23 first place finishes, winning the 
men’s 60-meter final with a time of 
6.88. 

SEAN HOPKINS

There were several standout perfor-
mances among members of the wom-
en’s track team Saturday at the EIU 
John Craft Invite. Kate Bushue had 
two of them. 

Bushue finished first with a time of 
5:09.49 in the women’s mile and lat-
er anchored the women’s 4,000 DMR 
team that also finished first. 

KATE BUSHUE

By Autumn Schulz
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports

Thursday night’s matchup be-
tween the Panthers and the SIUE 
Cougars was seemingly just like 
any other game to those who filled 
the stands in Lantz Arena. Lit-
tle did they know that some of the 
most important moments of the 
game would not be taking place on 
the court, but rather through the 
headset belonging to Bryce Weiler.  

Weiler, originally from Claremont, 
Illinois, is a completely blind sports 
commentator who has called over 
150 college basketball games in his 
career. In addition to basketball, 
Weiler has also provided commen-
tary for various collegiate athletics 
and many minor league baseball 
games. 

Needless to say, commentating 
Thursday evening was nothing out 
of the ordinary for Weiler. However, 
reuniting with Eastern men’s bas-
ketball head coach Marty Simmons 
perhaps made the broadcast one 
that Weiler will never forget.  

“I enjoyed being able to commen-
tate with Mike Bradd because Mike 
was willing to give me the opportu-
nity to commentate with him even 
though he had never done that be-
fore,” Weiler said. “Also, with Coach 
Simmons, he really changed my life 
whenever I was at Evansville. He 
gave me the opportunity to sit on 
his basketball bench.” 

Weiler credits Simmons for giv-
ing him the opportunity to expe-

rience college basketball in ways 
that he did not think was possible. 
The pair first met when Simmons 
coached at the University of Evans-
ville and when Weiler was a student 
there.  

Simmons then became the first 
person to give Weiler a shot at the 
microphone, forever changing Wei-
ler’s outlook on being a blind sports 
commentator. Simmons made it 
clear that the feeling of grateful-
ness is certainly reciprocated. 

“He’s a special person in my life 
and he’s done a lot for me person-
ally and the teams I’ve coached and 

my family,” Simmons said. “To see 
a young person with his disabili-
ty with a willingness to try to help 
other people with disabilities, and 
not just that, but he’s got charis-
ma and he loves life. He’s certain-
ly been a big inspiration in my life.” 

The willingness to try to help oth-
ers with disabilities stems from the 
Beautiful Lives Project, a New-York 
based 501c3 nonprofit which Wei-
ler co-founded. It helps people with 
disabilities gain access to meaning-
ful experiences in various outlets 
such as athletics, performing arts 
and nature, among other things.  

Simmons also made it a point to 
acknowledge the fact that Weiler 
has never once used his blindness 
as an excuse to not be passionate, 
which is something that Simmons 
wants his own players to embody.  

“Here’s a young man that hasn’t 
had eyesight since birth and I’ve 
never once heard him use it as an 
excuse, and he’s so passionate,” 
Simmons said. “He loves coming to 
the games, loves being a part of it, 
loves being in the locker room, and 
loves being at practice. It’s hard to 
not feel good when you are around 
a person like that.”  

There are many people in the 
world of sports who yearn for the 
chance to do what Weiler does al-
most every single day, many of 
them dismissing their chances be-
cause, they too, have disabilities. 
However, Weiler wants everyone to 
know that you can have success in 
your life, no matter your circum-
stances, if you have the right peo-
ple surrounding you.  

“It’s important to find people who 
really believe in you because then 
you can have success in your life,” 
Weiler said. “If it wasn’t for Mike 
Bradd being willing to commentate 
with me here today, and then Joe 
Pott giving me the chance to com-
mentate when others would not al-
low me in 2015, I would not have 
been able to commentate as many 
games in the past.”   

Autumn Schulz can be reached 
at 581-2812 or acschulz@eiu.edu. 

Weiler calls Eastern men’s game, reunites with Simmons

ADAM TUMINO | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Announcers Bryce Weiler (right) and Mike Bradd call the Eastern men’s basketball team’s game against SIUE 
Thursday night on Hit-Mix 88.9. Weiler, who is blind, had been friends with Eastern head coach Marty Simmons 
since Simmons coached at Evansville when Weiler was a student there.
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Track teams dominate EIU John Craft Invite

ROB LE CATES | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern’s Makhtar Mbaye (right) and Josiah Neal run the men’s 400 meter at the EIU John Craft Invite meet on 
Saturday in the Lantz Fieldhouse. 

ROB LE CATES | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern runners compete in the men’s mile at the EIU John Craft Invite on Saturday in the Lantz Fieldhouse. 
Jaime Marcos (3) finished first with a career-best time of 4:12.83. 

ROB LE CATES | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Participants in the women’s mile at the EIU John Craft Invite begin the race in the Lantz Fieldhouse on Saturday. Eastern’s Kate Bushue (right) took first place in the event with a time of 5:09.49. The men’s and women’s track 
teams combined for 23 first-place finished in the invite. 

By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor | @adam_tumino

The second meet of the indoor 
season took place Saturday as 
the Eastern track and field teams 
hosted the EIU John Craft Invite 
in the Lantz Fieldhouse.

The teams combined for  23 
f i rst-place f in ishes out  o f  32 
events, with the women’s team 
collecting 11 first-place finishes 
and the men’s team getting 12. 

Also competing in the meet was 
Central Baptist, Lyon, Vincennes, 
Williams Baptist, Evansville, and 
SIUE.

When new Director of Track and 
Field Keith Roberts took over the 
program in September, he was in-
heriting a program that has had 
its fair share of success in the 
last several seasons, with the 
men’s team coming of f an OVC 
outdoor championship last year 
and an indoor championship in 
2020. 

He said that he thinks the tran-
sition has gone smoothly and also 
liked what he has seen from the 
teams early in the season. 

“I think everybody’s buying in,” 
he said. “We’ve already seen a 
bunch of personal records on the 
track, a ton of events, so people 
are getting better every day and 
just trying to continue that tradi-
tion that there was, and you build 
upon it.”

Several personal records were 
set by Eastern athletes on Satur-
day.

Freshman Drew Smith set a 
new career high in the men’s tri-
ple jump with a jump of 12.77 
meters.

Sophomore Stenoree Allen ran 
the men’s 60 meter hurdles with 

a time of 8.27 to set a new career 
high. 

In the men’s mile, Jaime Mar-
cos ran a career-best 4:12.83. 

All three athletes also finished 
first in their events. 

In the field events, first place 
finishes were earned by Brad-
ley Olysav in the men’s weight 
throw, Sebastian Swistak in the 
men’s shotput, Clayre Shaver 
in the women’s shotput, James 
Boyd in the men’s pole vault, Hal-
lee Thomas in the women’s pole 
vault ,  Madison Myrick in the 
women’s high jump and Smith in 
the men’s triple jump. 

The women’s team’s first-place 
finishes in the track events came 
from Akiya Kollore in the 60 me-
ter hurdles and 200 meter run, 
Kate Bushue in the mile, Whit-
ney Zumbahlen in the 600 me-
ter, Danielle Frank in the 60 me-
ter and Katie Springer in the 800 
meter.

The women’s 4,000 DMR team 
and 4x400 meter team also fin-
ished first. 

The first-place track finishes for 
the men’s team came from Sean 
Hopkins in the 60 meter, Joshua 
Whitaker in the 800 meter, Ricky 
Johnson in the 200 meter and 
Richie Jacobo in the 3,000 meter.

The men’s 4,000 DMR team and 
4x400 meter team also placed 
first. 

Both teams will be back in ac-
tion this Friday and Saturday for 
the Indiana Gladstein Invite.  

They then have meets at Notre 
Dame and Grand Valley State be-
fore returning home to host the 
EIU Friday Night meet on Feb. 18. 

Adam Tumino can be reached at 
581-2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 


